Boulder Leaders Honored by The Women's Foundation of Colorado
Laura Tyson and Janet Beardsley receive "Be Bold" Award
 

Boulder, CO (Nov. 15, 2007), The Women’s Wilderness Institute founder Laura Tyson, and YWCA of Boulder County Executive Director Janet Beardsley were honored yesterday with a "Be Bold" award at the Women’s Foundation of Colorado’s 20th Anniversary celebration. 
The two women were selected based on their experience in providing programs and opportunities for girls and women that build courage, self-esteem and self-sufficiency. Beardsley and Tyson were recognized for serving as change agents in the Boulder County community and for developing model programs with positive impact for girls and women across state of Colorado. 
Tyson was selected because her vision and work exemplify the three underpinning criteria of the "Be Bold" award including working as a change agent for women’s and girls' interests. When Tyson founded The Women's Wilderness Institute in 1998, she established a new model of outdoor education that recognizes the needs and developmental issues of teen girls. 
In her ten years as Executive Director, the Institute served over 2,500 girls and women with wilderness-based programs that build, courage, confidence and leadership skills.The Institute’s programs have proven successful in helping girls and women use their voices, feel powerful about their ability to effect positive change and build critical feelings of confidence, self-worth and self-sufficiency. Tyson has broken new ground in the field of outdoor education – a model which traditionally focused on the emotional and educational learning styles of men and boys. Through Women’s Wilderness Institute, Tyson has transformed that paradigm to create a program model that celebrates and effectively motivates change in the girls and women who participate. 
Also, Tyson has been an inspiration to others, from the individuals served, to the staff she has developed, to a broad and supportive community of parents, colleagues and donors. 
Beardsley was chosen based on her 21 years as Executive Director with the YWCA of Boulder County where she leads the organization’s programs and public policy initiatives that promote the advancement of children, empowerment of women and girls, and elimination of racism. Under her leadership, the YWCA serves 4,000 individuals annually through programs such as personalized career counseling, drop-in childcare at the YWCA’s Children’s Alley, a Family Resource Center, EDGE: Girls' Empowerment Program and LifeSkills, which helps individuals receiving government assistance to transition to work. In addition, she has provided an arena for further developing women’s and girls’ leadership skills through the YWCA’s Board of Directors and other volunteer roles with the organization. 
Beardsley has also led the organization in public policy efforts and activities focusing on the elimination of racism and building diversity. Beardsley, along with the YWCA Board of Directors, have participated in trainings on social issues surrounding white privilege and exploring ways the organization can further promote racial and social justice. She has coordinated community meetings on diversity topics and developed partnerships with the organizations such as Boulder County Latina Women’s League and Reading to End Racism.
Also, Beardsley led the agency’s $2.5 million capital campaign project including adding a second story to its facility located at 2222 14th Street in Boulder. She is also a past recipient of the Women Who Light Up the Community Award by the Boulder Chamber of Commerce’s Business Women’s Leadership Group. 
These Boulder visionaries were recognized, along with eighteen other winners, by an impressive crowd of 2,600 women and men at the Colorado Convention Center. Keynote speakers Cokie Roberts and Ambassador Swanee Hunt underscored the positive impact women like Tyson and Beardsley have made in Colorado over the past two decades. 
About The Women’s Wilderness Institute 
The Women's Wilderness Institute is a nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthening the courage, confidence, and leadership of women and girls through the support and challenge of wilderness and community-based experiences.
About the YWCA of Boulder County
Founded in 1922, the YWCA of Boulder County’s mission includes the protection of children, empowerment of women and girls and the elimination of racism. The YWCA’s programs help women and their family members to achieve the self-esteem and economic self-sufficiency necessary to achieve long-term success.
Contact : Wendy Gruenberg Wray, 303.938.9191, wendy@womenswilderness.org or Leanne Fisher, 303.443.0419, leanne@ywcaboulder.org.
